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    2019 Texas Elections Administrators Survey 
 

It’s time to refresh the collective information about all our EA offices. 

 

Here’s the link to the Google Forms survey:  https://forms.gle/VVk6DmsxLMXwEUbdA 

And here’s the link to the Google Sheets survey responses:   
 

http://tinyurl.com/2019surveyresponses 

 

If you’d like to see more questions added to the survey, there’s a space at the end of it to give 

us question ideas 

                                                                                                                       -Chris Davis 
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Vice President  

        
I’d like to start off by thanking the great group of leaders of TAEA.  I’ve seen how hard our 

President, Chris Davis, has worked to keep up with the ever-changing bill statuses, and how 

our next host for our TAEA conference, Trudy Hancock worked with Remi Garza, our 

Secretary, to submit a grant and then do a presentation so that we may possibly offset 

conference costs for 2020.  (Everyone keep their fingers crossed and hope we get the grant.)   

 

I’ve also seen our Legislative Committee, led by our President, Chris, and Lobbyist, Cary 

Roberts, along with Nanette Forbes and Paul Miles from TAC and all of the committee 

members, continue to read and decipher legislation as well as represent us in Austin.  So much 

work and so much to do to keep this incredibly difficult task of administering elections fair 

and well supported with well represented laws.  Such a challenging task! 

 

Of course, we are all trying to get ourselves ready for the May 4th elections, as well as making 

preparations to attend the 37th Annual Election Law Seminar to be held beginning Monday, 

July 29th through Wednesday, July 31st.  As always, we will have our Summer Business 

Meeting on Tuesday, July 30th and a gathering on that evening.  More information to come.  

Start thinking about your selection on your nomination for Secretary of our TAEA 

organization. 

 

Last note is that I read that the SOS Law Conference will not have any books or CDs available 

for purchase, so be prepared.  The SOS will provide a link where we can download and/or 

print our handouts, so don’t be left without your handouts! 

                                                               - Yvonne Ramon 
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Treasurer 

 

 

 
The May 4th election is right around the corner. I hope that everyone is ready and that it all 

runs smoothly for all. 

 

I hope everyone got their rooms booked today for the Annual Summer Election Law Seminar 

for County Election Officials. It is set for July 29 -31, 2019. We are just starting to plan our 

summer outing. If you have a suggestion, please let us know. At that conference Remi will be 

moving up to the Treasurer position so we will be needing a new Secretary, so start thinking 

now if you would like to be nominated or if you know of someone who would be a great 

person to join our board. 

 

I am attaching the membership list once again, because I know we have a few new Election 

Administrators & we don’t want to leave anyone out. The highlighted names on the list are 

paid TAEA members for 2019. If you do not see your name or changes need to be made, 

please contact me directly at: mbennett@aransascounty.org , or you may call me at 361-729-

7431. I will do all I can to help. 

 

Trudy and I visited College Station last month to finalize the hotel contract. Reservation 

information for the 2020 Mid-Winter Conference will be released at our summer meeting in 

Austin. The block of rooms WILL NOT be available until then. You guys are going to love 

The George, Calvary Court and Bryan/College Station! 

 

Please keep Robertson County, the City of Hearne and everyone affected by last week’s 

tornado in your prayers. Please contact Robertson County EA, Rebekah Calloway, if you 

would like to help or make a donation. I know that she will be able to steer you in the right 

direction. 

 

On the home front big things are happening! I am beyond excited to announce the arrival of 

my newest grandson, Logan, two and half weeks ago. This tiny guy is settling in nicely with 

his siblings and cousins. I am hoping to run home for Easter and get some snuggle time in with 

all of them.  

 

Happy Easter everyone! I hope that you are all able to spend quality time with your family 

before the May 4th election kicks off!  

 

                                                                      - Michele Bennett 
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Secretary 

 

First, thoughts and prayers to our fellow Texans affected by the terrible storms. Hopefully the 

property damage is the worse they have to deal with.  To those who lost loved ones, may they 

find strength in the community around them. Do yourself a favor and tell those who you love 

that you love them because you never know.  

 

Second, kudos to the legislative team, their hard work is keeping our future sane. I 

congratulate them on their perseverance, the process can be daunting. In the face of withering 

rhetoric, they have stayed true to their charge. It is no small feat. 

 

As for me, dealing with a head cold for the past week has made final preparations for the 

upcoming elections a challenge, but thanks to my great staff we will be ready. We all know 

that we can’t do this job alone and thanks to the great people of this organization we never are 

more than a phone call or email away from help.  

 

Special thanks to Trudy Hancock, Brazos County EA, who has been working to make the 

2020 Midwinter Conference in Bryan-College Station a memorable one. Hope to be releasing 

details soon, but there a few things that we are waiting to see fall in place before we make any 

announcements. 2021 Midwinter is entering its early discussions with the properties and 

should start to get an idea of what will be in store soon. Please support the conferences by 

attending.  We had some very productive discussions in Georgetown, which I am sure we will 

continue this summer in Austin.  

 

                                                                                        - Remi Garza                  

House Committee 
on Elections 

       

       Chair:               Rep. Stephanie Klick 

       Vice Chair:       Rep. Phillip Cortez 

       Members:         Rep. John H. Bucy lll 

                                Rep.  Dustin Burrows 

                                Rep. Briscoe Cain 

                                Rep.  Celia Israel 

                                Rep. Mayes Middleton 

                                Rep. Valoree Swanson 

 

To watch and listen to the different committee hearings, click here.  Go through the archives to 

the date and type of committee hearing you would like to see, then click on the name to see the 

broadcast. 

 

 

The Bryan/College Station area has so much to offer.   The George Bush Library, Kyle Field 

tours, Messina Hauf Winery, Aggieland Safari, shopping and golf to name a few.  We are 

working to offer tickets and transportation for some of the attractions.  More specifics and 

schedules will be forthcoming as the conference gets closer so you can make your travel plans 

accordingly.  If you would like to make recommendations, please feel free to reach out to me 

at thancock@brazoscountytx.gov.  

 

                                                                                                        – Trudy Hancock. 
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Education Chair 

 

This election has been among my most challenging in the past 30+ years.  We had a couple of 

special elections to fill vacancies, which resulted in extended filing periods, making 

everything later than usual.  On top of that, we have had constant squabbling over polling 

places.  Last week we even added an Early Voting site to replace one at an HOA 

clubhouse.  That was to have been a first time site, but in a much needed location. I have been 

working with that HOA Board for months to use their facility.  We reached an agreement and 

we added the site in January, but they didn’t tell me that they had been voted off the board 2 

weeks before.  The new Board rescinded the offer. We have also been accused of trying to 

help council candidates by adding a polling place at a Mosque. Of course, the site was added 

before the filing period. One of our districts wanted us to drop the site, another wanted us to 

keep it, which we did. 

 

Just last night we discovered that the name of a council candidate in one small municipality is 

misspelled.  Our mistake, but the city approved the  ballot proof.  Interestingly, we didn’t find 

out from the candidate, nor the city, and, unfortunately, there is absolutely nothing we can do 

to rectify the situation 
 

Kudo’s to Chris Davis, TAC, and a host of other EA’s and clerks for the work they have done 

in this legislative session.  There are some bad bills moving through the Senate and House, but 

several  started out  far worse.  SB-9 was apparently voted out of the Senate last night, so the 

fight moves to the House.  Perhaps reason will prevail there. 

 

On a happier note, three weeks ago, we were blessed with a third granddaughter.  She is a 

beautiful and quiet baby, unlike her mother, aunt, or sister. They were beautiful, just 

wild.  Only downside is she lives in Paducah, KY 

 

                                                                                                   - John Oldham 

Legislative Chair 

 

 

Senator Bryan Hughes’ election security bill passes in Senate – Longview News Journal  

 

Engrossed version of SB 9 – click here 

TAEA Legislative 
Committee 

 

 

TAEA Members 
Contact any of these members with your 

legislative concerns or ideas 

 
 

Chris Davis – Williamson Co                                    Chris Lynch – Rockwall Co 

Remi Garza – Cameron Co                                        Heider Garcia – Tarrant Co 

Joyce Hudman – Brazoria Co                                    Lauren Sullivan – Young Co 

Heather Hawthorne – Chambers Co                         Jennifer Anderson – Hays Co 

Michele Bennett – Aransas Co                                  Yvonne Ramon – Hidalgo Co 

John Oldham – Fort Bend Co                                    Deana Patterson – Grayson Co 

Jacquelyn Callanen – Bexar Co 

To listen to Senate Committee meetings (archived) Click Here.  
Just a SPECIAL NOTICE for the recipients of the newsletter. The association newsletter is intended for members and associates of Texas Association of Election 
Administrators. Those individuals who are not members or associates of the association may be removed at any time. 
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